DeDartment  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 

OF  MOIMTANA  Helena,  Montana  59&01 

JohnS  AndenooM  D 

KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALISPELL.  MT  59901  “•«-» 

November  23.  1973 


Mr.  D.K.  Marquardt.  P.E.,  809  1st  Ave.  East.  Kalispell.ffl  59901 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  ^ 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  599 

Montana  Fish  & Game  Department,  Helena,  Ml  59601  MT  59901 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  ^ 59937 

B C McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427, 

Mr.’les  Espeland,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  Iff  599 

Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Envi^nmental  Sciences.  Hel  , 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helen^  MT 
Montana  State  Library.  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave.,  H^ena  59601 

Montana  State  Highway  Commission,  Kalispell,  ^ , Kalisoell  MT  59901 

Mr.  L.  Peterson,  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  Box  567,  Kalis^ll,  Mi 

Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  MT  599  1 


Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  Flnel  Environmental  Impact  Statement  represents  the  decision  of  this  de- 
“rtment  concerning  the  proposed  SMITH  lAKE  VISTA.  SUBDIVISIOS  near  Kiln,  in  Flathead 

County,  Montana. 

YOU  have  previously  received  a copy  of  a Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  which 
was  written  on  September  4,  1973. 

Sincere!^, 

CWllburc:!©^.  Aikin,  P .E  . 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Enclosure 


Montana  State  Library 


FINAL 


ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 
for 


SMITH  LAKE  VISTA  SUBDIVISION 
Flathead  County,  Montana 


A draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  concerning  the  Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision  near 
Kila,  Montana,  was  issued  by  the  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  on  September  4,  1973.  Eight  agencies  and  six  individuals  received  copies  of 
this  statement  for  their  review  and  comment. 

An  elapsed  time  of  seventy-five  days  have  been  recorded  and  it  now  appears  that  all  com- 
ments relative  to  this  development  have  been  received.  Copies  of  these  statements  have 
been  appended  to  this  report  for  your  review. 

SUMMARY 


Several  respondents  have  postulated  adverse  impacts  because  of  encroachment  on  game  range. 
Possible  accelerated  degradation  of  water  quality  in  Smith  (Kila)  Lake  were  also  empha- 
sized. However  the  most  valid  comment  related  to  the  effects  from  household  pets  - pre- 
sumably dogs  and  cats  - on  the  adjacent  wildlife  area. 

1.  The  lake  and  environs  definitely  will  be  managed  as  a federal  waterfowl  production 
area  by  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries . 

2.  The  subdivision  development  can  be  expected  to  seriously  reduce  successful  ground 
nesting  of  ducks  and  other  birds  for  at  least  a mile  along  the  shore  in  any  di- 
rection from  the  subdivision. 

3.  The  completion  of  the  project  will  therefore  stimulate  an  undesireable  and  ad- 
verse Impact  on  the  management  objectives  of  the  refuge. 

The  developer  was  asked  to  include  mandatory  penning  of  such  animals  in  the  list  of  coven- 
ants and  restrictions.  A paragraph  to  this  effect  was  considered  but  was  finally  deleted 
(from  the  covenants)  because  it  represented  such  a unique  and  unusual  demand.  This  view 
was  reenforced  by  the  fact  that  the  state  statutes  do  not  appear  to  contain  any  enabling 
legislation  (such  as  leash  laws)  that  would  provide  guide  lines  as  to  how  this  point  can 
be  adopted  and  enforced.  Whether  this  rationale  has  any  real  basis  in  law  is  unknown. 

The  fact  remains  that  the  paragraph  relating  to  pets  was  omitted  in  the  final  staff  accep- 
tance. 

At  the  request  of  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization  a list  of  restrictive  covenants  were 
compiled  and  filed  with  the  Flathead  Clerk  and  Recorder's  office.  The  main  points  in  this 
document  are  as  follows : 

1.  No  more  than  one  single  family  residence  will  be  placed  on  each  tract. 

2.  No  lot  shall  be  used  except  for  residential  purposes. 

3.  Parcels  will  not  be  subdivided  into  parcels  of  less  than  5 acres, 

4.  No  commercial  animal  husbandry  will  be  allowed. 

5.  No  commercial  cutting  of  timber  will  be  allowed. 

6.  Existing  drainage  courses  located  within  the  subdivision  shall  not  be  altered 
by  any  excavation  or  structure. 
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Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision 


November  23,  1973 
Page  Two 


Terms  as  to  the  permanence  of  those  conditions  (1,  2 and  3 are  permanent  and  revocable 
only  with  the  consent  of  the  governing  body  of  Flathead  County)  are  defined,  as  is  en- 
forcement (vested  in  the  owners),  fee  assessment  and  damage  costs. 

The  comments  enclosure  also  includes  a written  statement  of  agreement  from  the  Flathead 
County  Sanitarian's  office,  as  is  now  required  by  law. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Flans  and  supplemental  information  relating  to  the  community  water  supply  system  and  in- 
dividual sewage  disposal  systems  for  the  Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision  have  been  approved 
and  a stamped  endorsement  along  with  the  conditions  of  approval  will  be  afixed  to  the 
plat  and  forwarded  to  the  Areawide  Planning  Office  for  their  final  recommendation.  It 
is  the  stated  intention  of  the  APO  to  recommend  for  approval  as  soon  as  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health  certification  is  reviewed. 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE 
BUREAU  OF  SPORT  FISHERIES  AND  WILDLIFE 
711  Central  Avenue 
Billings,  Montana  59102 

October  3,  1973 


State  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences 
Attn:  Mr.  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E. 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Gentlemen: 

We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  provide  informal  comments  on  the 
draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision, 
Flathead  County,  Montana. 

As  indicated  in  the  draft  statement,  this  Bureau  controls  land  immediately 
west  of  the  proposed  subdivision  and  at  various  locations  around  Smith 
Lake  perimeter.  Acquisition  of  lakeside  properties  are  continuing.  The 
area  will  be  managed  as  a Federal  Waterfowl  Production  Area. 

The  EIS  should  reflect  the  fact  that  the  subdivision  will  have  deleterious 
Impacts  on  the  waterfowl  area.  The  development,  located  just  a quarter 
mile  from  the  lake  shore,  will  assure  invasion  of  people  and  their  pets 
into  a previously  wild  area.  This  can  be  expected  to  seriously  disturb 
waterfowl  use,  including  nesting  activities,  along  the  southern  and 
southeastern  shoreline.  Any  dogs  permitted  to  run  loose  could  seriously 
reduce  successful  ground  nesting  of  ducks  and  other  birds  for  at  least 
a mile  in  any  direction. 

There  is  a potential  for  significant  water  "enrichment"  and  other  pollu- 
tion from  a subdivision  development  located  so  close  to  Smith  Lake . We 
lack  information  necessary  to  evaluate  possible  Impacts  on  fish  popula- 
tions and  other  wildlife. 

While  the  Increment  of  land  directly  altered  by  the  subdivision  would  not 
be  large  (72.5  acres),  there  would  nevertheless  be  adverse  Impacts  on 
deer,  ruffed  grouse,  geese  and  ducks.  Particularly,  the  area  is  and 
has  been  both  summer  and  winter  range  for  deer.  Habitat  losses  associa- 
ted with  such  land  use  trends  in  the  area  are  occurring  at  an  alarming 
rate.  While  each  such  tract  may  be  small,  the  accumulative  impacts 
seriously  threaten  long-term  survival  of  valuable  wildlife  resources. 

This,  of  course,  represents  only  one  side  of  the  general  environmental 
degradation  to  be  expected. 
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Judging  from  information  presented  in  the  draft  EIS,  respective  state 
and  local  authorities  have  concluded  that  the  proposed  subdivision 
meets  criteria  established  under  existing  law  and  policy,  and  the 
necessary  permits  for  construction  may  be  a formality.  It  is  our 
opinion,  however,  that  careful  consideration  should  be  given  by  the 
proper  authorities  to  land-use  planning  and  restrictions  that  would 
more  adequately  protect  the  faunal  resources  associated  with  the  entire 
Flathead  Valley. 


Sincerely, 


cc;  Refuge  Manager,  National  Bison  Range 
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FLATHEAD  WILDLIFE,  Inc 


P.  O.  BOX  4 


KALISPELL,  MONTANA 


October  2,  1973 


Wilbur  O.  Aikin,  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Box  1031 

Kalispell,  Mont.  59901 
Dear  Mr.  Aikin: 

The  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision  was 
reviewed  at  the  September  board  of  directors  meeting  of  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc. 

We  recommend  that  further  subdivision  of  these  13  lots  within  the  proposed 
subdivision  be  prohibited  through  covenants,  if  necessary. 

It  would  also  be  desirable  to  consult  with  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife,  to  determine  what  effect  this  subdivision  would  have  on  the  Wfeterfowl 
Refuge  proposed  for  Smith  Lake,  and  covenants  be  written  if  necessary  to  protect 
this  resource. 


Sincerely, 


Wayne  E.  Herman,  President, 
Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc. 


The  Wealth  Of  Our  Nation  Is  In  Its  Natural  Resources 

Preserve  It  By  Conservation,  Not  Conversation  ^ 
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Helena,  Montana  59601 
September  27,  1973 


Mr.  Wilbur  0,  Aikin 

Department  of  Health  and  Ehvironmental  Sciences 

P.O.  Box  1031 

Keilispell,  Montana  59901 

Dear  Mr,  Aikin: 

As  requested,  our  regional  office  has  reviewed  the  Smith  Lake 
Vista  Subdivision,  Following  that  review  they  prepared  the  attached 
memo. 


You  will  note  that  Smith  Lake  is  vulnerable,  and  anything  you  can 
do  to  insist  on  complete  sewage  treatment  to  prevent  nutrients  from 
reaching  Smith  Lake  would  be  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 


James  A,  Posewitz,  Administrator 
Environment  and  Information  Division 


JAP/sd 
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cc;  Fletcher  Newby 
Otis  Robbins 
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STATE  OF  MONTANA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH  AND  GAME 
HELENA,  MONTANA 

Office  Mepiorandum 

TO  : Wes  Woodgerd  Attn:  Jim  Posewitz  date:  Sept.  2$,  1973 

FROM  ; Tom  Hay  By:  Otis  Robbins 

SUBJECT:  Smith  LaJce  Vista  Subdivision 


This  subdivision  is  located  southwest  of*  Kalispell  near  Smith  Lake.  Portions 
of  the  land  and  adjacent  are  programmed  by  the  U.  S.  Pish  and  Wildlife  Service  as 
a part  of  their  waterfowl  program. 

Wildlife  is  very  abundant  near  eind  on  the  project  area.  Important  species 
present  are  geese,  ducks,  ruffed  grouse  and  white-tailed  deer.  This  project  area 
is  a part  of  white- tailed  deer  winter  and  summer  range.  Althoiigh  the  area  alone 
will  not  be  catastrophic  due  to  its  size,  however,  in  light  of  all  the  other  sub- 
division developments  in  Flathead  County  they  pose  a serious  threat  to  deer.  If 
extensive  development  takes  place  around  the  shores  of  Smith  Lake  it  could  reduce 
the  value  of  the  lake  as  a waterfowl  production  unit. 

Smith  Lake  is  a shallow  lake  that  is  eutrophic  in  nature.  It  is  an  excellent 
producer  of  yellow  perch  which  provide  an  extensive  summer  and  winter  fishery.  Any 
further  development  with  resulting  sewage  problems  that  would  add  nutrients  to  the 
water  could  be  detrimental  to  the  water  quality. 

All  sewage  disposal  units  should  be  designed  to  prevent  any  nutrients  from 
reaching  ground  water  and  Smith  Lake. 


Otis  Robbins 
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GOV.  THOMAS  L.  JUDGE 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 

Environmental  Quality  Council 


FLETCHER  NEWBY 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


STATION.  HELENA.  MT.  5960 


HOUSE  MEMBERS 


APPOINTED  MEMBERS 


<OR  DESIGNATED  REPRESENTATIVE) 
G.  STEVEN  BROWN 


SEN.  ELMER  FLYNN.  CHAIRMAN 
SEN.  GEORGE  DARROW 
SEN.  GEORGE  MCCALLUM 
SEN.  GORDON  MCGOWAN 


REP.  A.  L.  AINSWORTH 
REP.  DOROTHY  BRADLEY 
REP.  LARRY  FASBENDER 
REP.  THOMAS  O.  HAGER 


MRS.  HARRIET  MARBLE 
MR.  MICHAEL  J.  MCKEON 
MR.  CALVIN  S.  ROBINSON 
DR.  WILLIAM  G.  WALTER 


October  1 , 1973 


Mr.  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Department  of  Health 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 
P.O.  Box  1031 
Kalispell  , MT  59901 

Dear  Mr.  Aikin: 

This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  Draft  Environ- 
mental Statement  for  the  Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision. 

We  will  accept  this  statement  pending  any  further 
expression  of  public  interest. 

Si ncerely , 

FLETCHER  E.  NEWBY 
Executive  Director 

(/[ 

. Loren  L.  Bahls,  Ph.D. 

Staff  Ecologist 
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cc:  Dan  Vichorek 
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FLATHEAD  COUNTY 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

I 


LES  ESPELAND  R.S. 

COUHTT  SANITARIAN 


Bos  SIS  Kallapell.  Montana  Phone  756-9481 


MARION  FINLEY  R.N. 

COUNTY  NURSE 


A.E.  SCHOENHUTH  R.S. 

ASST.  COUNTY  SANITARIAN 


BRUCE  c.  McIntyre  m.d. 

COUNTY  HEALTH  OPPICER 


THELMA  STROM  R.N. 

ASST.  COUNTY  NURSE 


October  2 I 1973 


Wilbur  0.  Alklrii  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Envlronnental  Sciences  Division 
Box  1031 

Kallapell,  Montana,  59901 

Ret  E.I.S.  Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision 

Dear  Mr*  Alklnt 

Upon  reading  the  E.I.S,  for  the  above  mentioned  subdivision  and  a personal 
knowledge  of  the  area,  it  appears  the  subdivision  should  meet  our  County 
regulations. 

I recconend  approval  of  Smith  Lake  Vista  Subdivision  as  proposed. 
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